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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Xavier University of Louisiana Office of Alumni Relations
Launches Intergenerational Podcast, “Xavier Gold Live”

New Orleans, LA — The Office of Alumni Relations at Xavier University of Louisiana is excited to
announce the launch of the “Xavier Gold Live” podcast. Hosted by current Xavierites studying mass
communication, this intergenerational podcast seeks to highlight the remarkable achievements of
alumni in various fields and demonstrate how their endeavors align with Xavier’s mission to promote a
more just and humane society.

Named after the annual “Xavier Gold” alumni magazine, the podcast provides an additional platform to
bring alumni stories and experiences to life. Set to launch in August and run the first Tuesday of every
month, each episode of the inaugural season allows alumni to share insights and success stories with h
the entire Xavier community, including their peers, friends of Xavier, faculty, staff and current students.
Along with the standard podcast interview approach, student hosts will also run through a round of
rapid-fire questions in a segment called “The LIVE Five,” which focuses on guests’ unique Xavier
experiences.

“Offering a podcast is our way of expanding story-sharing opportunities within our community and the
community at large,” said Associate Vice President for Institutional Advancement Kimberly Reese.
“This additional platform helps to foster a sense of alumni pride, cross generations and encourage
support for Xavier’s legacy.”

Among the interviewees is Dr. Derek Robinson ('98), who shared insight, encouragement, and Xavier
Pride during his soon-to-be-released episode. A Xavier alumnus and Trustee, Dr. Robinson is the
divisional senior vice president and chief medical officer at Health Care Service Corporation.

“Xavier, | think, really is a gift to the nation, it’s a gift to our global community, and | think we all carry an
enduring commitment to Xavier’s mission; and it’s reflected in the lives you see Xavier graduates living.
Both in New Orleans, across the nation, and around the world,” Dr. Robinson said.

Stories like Dr. Robinson’s, with protagonists who grow from the Xavier community and seek to pour
back their time, talent, and treasure, make “Xavier Gold Live” an essential platform. Utilizing student
hosts further exemplifies Xavier’s mission while allowing alumni to connect with students and providing
mass communication majors with a real-world opportunity to apply the skills they are learning and
cement their place in fostering Xavier’s legacy.

“Xavier Gold Live” will be available on August 6 on Apple, Spotify, and wherever podcasts are listened
to. Sophomore Ja’lyn Jones and senior TaShia Hogue, who are both earning degrees in mass
communication, are slated to be the inaugural hosts of the podcast.
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MEET THE HOSTS

Tashia Hogue is a mass communication major minoring in
creative writing from the South Side of Chicago. As co-host
of “Xavier Gold Live,” she brings her personality to life
while exploring various forms of storytelling. On campus,
Hogue is active in organizations like Women of Xavier and
The Xavier Herald. She believes in the power of storytelling
and communication to inspire change, build bonds, and
amplify marginalized voices. She volunteers as a music
technician at her church and works at the campus
bookstore. Her previous work experience includes
interviewing, camera operations, and social media
marketing. She has also assisted in producing video
projects like XU News and promotional work for the

) DePaul Community Health Center. Aspiring to become a
@xulaalumni sxaviergoldiive radio personality, Hogue enjoys binge-watching TV shows
and YouTube interviews in her free time.

Ja’lyn Jones is a mass communication major with a
concentration in multimedia from Holly Springs,
Mississippi. As co-host of “Xavier Gold Live,” Jones utilizes
his skills in editing, interviewing, camera operation, and
social media marketing. Alongside his podcast hosting
duties, he’s a contributing writer to The Xavier Herald and
pursues music production and writing. He is a scholar of
multiple organizations, including the Exponential Honors
Program, the US-UK Fulbright Commission, the Horatio
Alger Association, and the National Society of Leadership
and Success. While passionate about music, poetry,
motivational speaking, and content creation, Jones
remains intentional about dedicating time to connecting
with God, spending time with family and friends, playing
video games, and participating in sports. Jones is a mass
communication major with a concentration in multimedia
from Holly Springs, Mississippi. As co-host of “Xavier Gold Live,” Jones utilizes his skills in editing, interviewing,
camera operation, and social media marketing. Alongside his podcast hosting duties, he’s a contributing writer to
The Xavier Herald and pursues music production and writing. He is a scholar of multiple organizations, including
the Exponential Honors Program, the US-UK Fulbright Commission, the Horatio Alger Association, and the National
Society of Leadership and Success. While passionate about music, poetry, motivational speaking, and content
creation, Jones remains intentional about dedicating time to connecting with God, spending time with family and
friends, playing video games, and participating in sports.
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About Xavier University of Louisiana

On the cusp of celebrating its first 100 years of service, Xavier University of Louisiana remains America’s
only historically Black and Catholic University and is ranked among the top HBCUSs (historically Black
colleges and universities) in the nation. Recognized as a national leader in STEM and health sciences,
Xavier has historically produced more African American students who graduate from medical schools
each year than any other university in the United States. Additionally, Xavier’s College of Pharmacy is
among the country’s top producers of African American pharmacists.

Established almost a century ago in 1925 by Saint Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament as a place for African Americans and Native Americans to receive a quality education, Xavier
has since expanded its programs in nearly every industry, including the arts, sciences, business,
education, pharmacy, and political science. More recent additions in STEM-based master’s programs and
undergraduate options in robotics, bioinformatics, engineering, data science, neuroscience, and genetics,
have provided Xavier students (3,181students) an unbeatable experience of traditional classroom study,
hands-on research, service-learning opportunities, and life experiences. Xavier students collaborate with
world-renowned faculty and experts in their fields to produce award-winning research and notable work.
The winning Xavier formula provides students with a well-balanced curriculum and an environment that
nurtures their intellect and feeds their souls, developing all who choose to learn at the institution into the
next generation of leaders and agents of positive change. Blessed with a mission to promote a more just
and humane society, Xavier is leading the way to a brighter future for all. For more information about
Xavier University of Louisiana, visit www.XULA.edu or contact the Marketing and Communications
Department at (504) 520-5425 or XULANews@XULA.edu.
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