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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Blue Bikes Pedals into Xavier University, Marking Historic System Expansion

New Orleans - Following over three years of campus organizing, New Orleans’ beloved community-run bikeshare
program, officially expanded its system to Xavier University of Louisiana (XULA) during a celebratory ribbon-
cutting ceremony on Wednesday, August 7th, 2024. This expansion marks the program’s first system expansion
since its fall 2021 relaunch, offering students, faculty, and staff a convenient, healthy, and sustainable
transportation option.

“We are pleased to welcome Blue Bikes to Xavier University of Louisiana. This partnership furthers Xavier’s vision
to reimagine its campus and promote sustainable transportation options,” said Reynold Verret, President of
Xavier University of Louisiana. “Blue Bikes on campus is a step forward in Xavier’s efforts to create a more
environmentally friendly and vibrant campus life.”

Additionally, the service area expansion to XULA is a win for sustainability and health on campus and in the
surrounding community.

"With 20% of our residents lacking access to vehicles, this Blue Bikes expansion marks an exciting step in helping
the City achieve its climate action goals," said Greg Nichols, Deputy Chief Resilience Officer. "This expansion not
only promotes a healthier environment but also ensures that more people can benefit from affordable, healthy,
and sustainable transportation options."

With Blue Bikes now readily available at XULA, the university community can reap several benefits:

e Convenience: Students, faculty, and staff can quickly navigate the campus and surrounding areas with
ease.

e Sustainability: Blue Bikes’ pedal-assist e-bikes offer a clean and eco-friendly way to get around, helping
XULA reduce its environmental impact.

e Health: Biking is a fantastic form of exercise, promoting health and wellness for the XULA community.

e Reduced Traffic: By providing a compelling alternative to cars, Blue Bikes can help alleviate traffic
congestion around campus.

“Louisiana Blue committed as title sponsor of Blue Bikes because we recognize the need for healthy, green and
sustainable transportation in New Orleans,” said Rod Teamer, Louisiana Blue director of Diversity Programs and
Business Development and a Blue Krewe board member. “We’re thrilled to see Blue Bikes continue expanding and
meeting the needs of more members of our community. It’s especially exciting to see the system expanding to
include the XULA campus. The energy at today’s event was inspiring. We hope students, faculty and staff will have
a great experience using Blue Bikes to get to class, to work, to medical appointments or just to have fun while
getting some exercise.”

The successful expansion to XULA underscores Blue Bikes’ growing success and commitment to serving New
Orleans’ diverse transportation needs. Blue Krewe looks forward to continuing to expand the program, making
sustainable transportation a reality for everyone in the city.
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About Xavier University of Louisiana

On the cusp of celebrating its first 100 years of service, Xavier University of Louisiana remains America’s only historically Black
and Catholic University and is ranked among the top HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) in the nation.
Recognized as a national leader in STEM and health sciences, Xavier has historically produced more African American students
who graduate from medical schools each year than any other university in the United States. Additionally, Xavier’s College of
Pharmacy is among the country’s top producers of African American pharmacists.

Established almost a century ago in 1925 by Saint Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament as a place for
African Americans and Native Americans to receive a quality education, Xavier has since expanded its programs in nearly
every industry, including the arts, sciences, business, education, pharmacy, and political science. More recent additions in
STEM-based master’s programs and undergraduate options in robotics, bioinformatics, engineering, data science,
neuroscience, and genetics, have provided Xavier students (3,181students) an unbeatable experience of traditional classroom
study, hands-on research, service-learning opportunities, and life experiences. Xavier students collaborate with world-
renowned faculty and experts in their fields to produce award-winning research and notable work. The winning Xavier formula
provides students with a well-balanced curriculum and an environment that nurtures their intellect and feeds their souls,
developing all who choose to learn at the institution into the next generation of leaders and agents of positive change. Blessed
with a mission to promote a more just and humane society, Xavier is leading the way to a brighter future for all. For more
information about Xavier University of Louisiana, visit www.XULA.edu or contact the Marketing and Communications
Department at (504) 520-5214 or XULANews@XULA.edu.
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